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The purpose of the Poteau School System is to provide guidance and instruction for each student so that he/she 

shall become a contributing member of an ever -changing democratic society by attaining the following attributes: an 

awareness of his/her potentialities as well as his/her limitations; an acceptance of himself/herself; confidence in his /her 

own feelings; an acceptance of his/her society; the capability to adapt to both his/her own needs and the needs of his/her 

associates; a self-sufficiency vocationally and as a consumer; literacy; and capability to advance his/her academic, 

vocational, and cultural interests. 

Ideally, the school climate will provide an environment in which faculty and students can experience mutual 

acceptance, respect, appreciation, and trust. Teachers and administrators should consider themselves co-workers, 

supporting each other as they strive to fulfill the educational objectives of the school in an atmosphere, which recognizes 

the rights, and dignity of each individual. Considering the maturity of the individual student and the nature of the 

educational process, the school will provide practice in democratic principles, emphasizing these rights, as well as 

individual responsibility. Such an atmosphere is possible when the student needs are central to every decision or activity in 

the school. 

Keeping these individual needs in perspective and with the ultimate goal of student education, the school is 

flexible enough to utilize new concepts and traditional methods to promote the b est learning situation possible for the 

subject matter and individuals being taught; recognizing that processes to develop the elements of rational thought 

should be used in every part of the curriculum. At the same time, the teacher is viewed as an organizer of learning 

activities, a motivator, a resource person who attempts to provide the opportunity for each student to develop his/her 

unique abilities and interests at his/her own rate, and the teacher will utilize the best available instructional methods  

meaningful to the student. The faculty believes that all children can learn and develops education programs based on that 

belief. 

In a world of change, the most important content is ælearning to learnç; learning to think must be included as  a 

vital part of the curriculum.  The basic skills (thinking, reading, writing, listening, and arithmetic) are among  the priorities 

as content in the school. Other important aspects of the school content must include an exploration  of the fine arts, 

socialization skills, understanding of self, responsible conduct, understanding and appreciating   the world in which the 

student lives and will live, and other æsurvivalç skills (vocational education, health and physical education, economic 

education, literacy). In addition, the curriculum should reflect the cultural values of the community and assist in the 

development of those values in each individual. It is understood, though, that any content selected is merely a vehicle for 

the achievement of educational goals. 

If the school is successful, the student will be able to use effectively his/her rational powers to make appropriate 

choices. He/she will have awareness and an acceptance of his/her potentialities and his/her limitations as a functioning, 

adapting member of soci ety who is literate and self-sufficient in his/her vocation and as a consumer. 
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ICAP (Individualized Career and Academic Plan)  

  We are currently in the process of developing and redefining  how our district approaches individual studentsé college 

and career readiness.  We have developed Individualized Career and Academic Plans for students to have complete 

control of their future plans and academic preparation.   Students will have the ability to choose a pathway that fits their 

future goals and our staff will work with each student to enable them to achieve these goals.  
This ICAP book is to serve our students and parents in planning for their future.  The following pages contain a wealth of 

information about our programs, scholar ship opportunities, and career planning. ICAP is an effort to ensure parental 

involvement in the course selection process as well as post-secondary planning process.  It is important that students 

choose and access school services thoughtfully and with consideration of  their goals. 

We would like parents to feel free to contact us if they have any questions or concerns about our school or its policies, 

programs, or procedures.  All Poteau High School staff has e-mail and their addresses can be accessed through the Poteau 

Public Schools website:  www.poteau.k12.ok.us 

ADMINISTRATORS 
¶ Dr. Don Sjoberg Superintendent 

¶ Mr. Joe R. Ballard Principal 

¶ Mr. Eric Hackler Assistant Principal 

¶ Mr. Todd Hackler Athletic Director  

¶ Mrs. Angel Barbee Pirate Connect Coordinator  

¶ Mrs. Bobbi Gilliam Curriculum Director 

¶ Brenda Carpenter Special Services/Federal Programs 

¶ Jeremy Quarry Director of Operations/Finance/Transportation Director    

 

COUNSELORS 
¶ Mrs. Sandra Lum  Counselor 

¶ Mrs. Cindy Willis Counselor 

¶ Mrs. Jennifer Brooks College & Career Coordinator 

 

FRONT OFFICE 
¶ Mrs. Sara Baker 

¶ Mrs. Sheri Johnson 

¶ Mrs. Jeanette Baxter 

  

 

 

 
 

http://www.poteau.k12.ok.us/
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POTEAU HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Poteau High School 

100 Pirate Lane 

Poteau, OK 74953 
 

Phone (918) 647-7716 

Fax     (918) 647- 4383 
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SCHEDULE CHANGES 
After school begins, schedules may be changed within the first TEN days of school with cause however, written permission 

must be granted from the teacher of the dropped class and from the teacher of the added class.  
 

 

 

SELECTION OF VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN  

Poteau High School shall recognize from each graduating class a valedictorian and a salutatorian. The valedictorian will 

be the student with the highest GPA and the salutatorian will be the student with the next highest average. In the case two 

or more students have equal grade point averages the following criteria will be used for the selection process. 

Grade point averages will be computed on a 4.0 system by adding all grade points and dividing the total by the number of 

units taken for which grade points are awarded. Pass/Fail courses will not be considered in the computation of grade point 

average. 

The grade point average for the students will be on the first seven semesters since the eighth semester will not have been 

completed at the time of computation. The grade for the last two semesters must have been earned in Poteau. Only 9 

summer concurrent enrollment hours will be counted towards valedictorian and salutatorian. 

Students who move to Poteau for their senior year and who have a GPA that would qualify them for valedictorian or 

salutatorian will be given special acknowledgment. 

Courses considered for the valedictorian/salutatorian are listed below. The two students who through the last eight 

semesters of high school have earned the greatest number of credits/units from these courses will be chosen as 

valedictorian and salutatorian. Only courses taken during the regular school year will be considered. In the case two or 

more students are still tied, these students will each be declared valedictorian. If there is a tie for salutatorian, each shall 

be declared salutatorian.  If more than one student is named valedictorian, no salutatorian will be named. 
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Poteau Class Rank Policy 

To Be Implemented with Incoming Freshman Class ς August 2018 (graduating class 2022) 

WEIGHTED CLASSES 

Honors Math Classes:  Algebra 3/Trigonometry/Pre Calculus or higher  

Honors English Classes:  PreAP English II, AP English III or IV.  
Honors Science Classes:  Chemistry II, Anatomy/Physiology, Zoology/Botany, AP Biology 
Honors Social Studies Classes:  AP U.S. History, AP Government, AP Human Geography 

Honors Foreign Language Classes:  Spanish III or IV  

Honors Computers Classes:  Makers Computer, Coding, ADV Com. Program 
Honors Art Classes:   Art III, Art IV,  AP Studio Art 
Concurrent Enrollment Classes 

Oklahoma School of Science and Math (OSSM) Classes 

PTLW BIOMEDICAL 

 

WEIGHTS 

Regular Honors Classes:  +1 weight (includes PreAP classes) GPA +5 
Concurrent Enrollment Classes:  +1 weight GPA +5 
Advanced Placement Classes:  +2 weight GPA +6 
OSSM Classes (AP classes at OSSM):  +2 weight GPA +6 
PTLW Biomedical +1 (If AP applicable +2) GPA +5 or +6 
 

CLASS RANK POLICY 

Valedictorian Qualification:  27 or better ACT score, 4.25 or better GPA, 7 or more weighted classes 

Salutatorian Qualification:  27 or better ACT score, 4.1 ς 4.24 GPA, 7 or more weighted classes 

The following higher education courses commonly taken through concurrent enrollment have been reviewed by the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) and approved for academic credit: 

High School Course  Required Concurrent Enrollment Required Concurrent Enrollment 

English IV English Composition I English Composition II 

Chemistry I Chemistry I 
 

Chemistry II Chemistry II 
 

Biology II General Biology or Biology I General Zoology or General Botany 

Pre-Calculus College Algebra I Calculus or Trigonometry 

American History American History 1492-1865 American History 1865-present 

Government American Federal Government 
 

Anatomy/Physiology General Anatomy General Physiology 

 
Any course not listed above, or not correlated with a core graduation requirement will be transcripted as an elective 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  
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STUDENT ATHLETES ς NCAA REQUIREMENTS 
 

Students who plan to continue 

participating in competitive sports 

at the college level must contact 

the NCAA Clearinghouse to be sure 

of eligibility during their junior year 

of high school.  The NCAA has its 

own guidelines for high school 

courses to qualify for admission to 

college athletics.  Eligible courses 

are denoted in the course guide 

with a blue NCAA 

logo.   Parents are 

urged to contact 

the NCAA early to 

ensure eligibility.  

The NCAA Clearinghouse website is 

listed below.  
 

 

www.eligibilitycenter.org  

 

 

  

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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OKLAHOMAΩ{ PROMISE 
Oklahomaés Promise allows eighth-, ninth- or 10th-grade students from families with an income of $55,000 or less to earn 

a college tuition scholarship. Students must also meet academic and conduct requirements in high school. 

 

Students must take the following high school coursework to meet Oklahoma's Promise program requirements. The 

Oklahoma's Promise Curriculum Worksheet can help students record their grades and ensure they have taken the right 

courses. For more detailed course information go to the following link: 

https://secure.okcollegestart.org/College_Planning/Prepare_for_College/course_guidelines.aspx 

 

 
UNITS COURSES 

4 English (grammar, composition, literature; courses should include integrated writing 

component  

3 Lab Science (biology, chemistry, physics, or any lab science certified by the school 

district; general science with or without a lab may not be used to meet this 

requirement) 

3 Mathematics (Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry, trigonometry, math analysis, pre-

calculus, statistics/probability (must h ave completed geometry and Algebra II), 

calculus, AP statistics) 

3 History and citizenship skills (including one unit of American history and two 

additional units from the subjects of history, economics, geography, government, 

non-Western culture) 

2 Foreign or non -English language (two years of the same language) or 

 

Computer Technology (two units in programming, hardware and business computer 

applications, such as word processing, databases, spreadsheets and graphics, will 

qualify; keyboarding or typing classes do not  qualify) 1 foreign language and 1 

computer course will not  meet this requirement. 

1 Additional unit of subjects listed above  

1 Fine Arts (music, art, drama) or Speech 

17 TOTAL UNITS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.okhighered.org/okpromise/pdf/curriculum-worksheet.xlsx
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/College_Planning/Prepare_for_College/course_guidelines.aspx


9 
 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

A concurrent  student is a student taking college course while still in high school. Thro ugh Carl Albert State College 

concurrent enrollment program, students can get a head start on earning college credits and also get a taste of college 

life.  Directions for applying  can be found at the link below.  If you have any questions , please contact a high school 

counselor.  
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