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Life is a never ending carnival rideé 

ups, downs, twists and turns.   

You'll never know if it is going to  

come to a stop or if the ride has just begun.   

So buckle your seatbelt,  

because you're about to take  

the ride of your life! 
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Dear Students and Parents, 

 

Itôs time for school again!  I want to welcome our new and return-

ing students to Poteau Upper Elementary School.  I hope students 

are  

excited and ready for a great year filled with learning and fun!  In  

keeping with our carnival theme, we are extending an invitation to 

our third, fourth and fifth graders, ñCome One, Come All to the 

Greatest School Year of All!ò   

 

Our faculty and staff truly want the best for every student, and we 

look forward to partnering with you to help each student develop 

life-long learning skills.  We understand that success is not acciden-

tal, and it is definitely not a one-man show!   Instead, it is the result 

of a focused team effort, and everyone has an important part to 

play if students are to achieve goals and reach their full potential. 

 

 Studentsécome to school expecting to learn and willing to work 

hard.  Our teachers will provide the quality instruction you deserve 

and your parents expect.  Parentséencourage your children often 

and have  

regular conversations with them about school and their work.  Pa-

rental involvement and consistent school attendance show children 

that school is important and that you are committed to their suc-

cess.  I  

encourage you to volunteer regularly with your childôs teacher.   

Together, we can accomplish great things! 

 

Although we definitely enjoy clowning around, at Poteau Upper  

Elementary School learning is the primary focus.  We will achieve 

our greatest success by supporting one another in a respectful and 

caring environment.  I am excited about the learning opportunities 

this new school year holds, and I am certain that we will have a 

LETTER FROM THE PRIN CIPAL  
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POTEAU PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE  

100 MOCKINGBIRD LANE 

918-647-7700 

www.poteau.k12.ok.us 

 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  

Ron Hall, President 

Ranada Adams, Vice-President 

Matt McBee, Clerk 

Deann Williams, Member 

Sally Hutchison, Member 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION  

Dr. Don Sjoberg, Superintendent 

Brenda Carpenter, Special Education Director 

Jeremy Quarry, Finance Director And  

Director of Transportation/Operations 

Dianna Warren, Technology Director 

 

 

POTEAU UPPER ELEMENTARY  

305 Hughes Drive 

Telephone 918-647-7760 

 

Bobbi Gillham, Principal 

Mark Williams, Assistant Principal 

 

 

DISTRICT TELEPHONE NUMBERS  

Administration Office 647-7700 

Poteau Primary School 647-7780 

Pansy Kidd Middle School 647-7741 

Poteau High School  647-7716 
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"The voyage will offer the young 

people an exciting  

opportunity to expand their 

skills and knowledge of the 

world around them through 

tackling something new."  

 

-Mary Richardson 
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POTEAU  UPPER ELEMENTARY  Is A  

Positive Behavior Support System (PBSS) School 
 
Dear UES Families, 

 During the last three school years, our faculty and staff have began develop-

ing a more positive academic and behavioral environment for everyone at Poteau Up-

per Elementary.  In an effort to ensure consistency, every department in our building 

is included in collaborating and developing a school-wide Positive Behavior Support 

System (PBSS). Part of this process includes developing and teaching specific behav-

ioral expectations to our students.  These behaviors will be positively reinforced 

throughout the school for the remainder of your childôs education at Poteau Public 

School. 

 

What is a Positive Behavior Support System? 

 PBSS is a process for creating safer and more effective schools. The proc-

ess focuses on improving a schoolôs ability to teach and support positive behavior 

for all students. Rather than a prescribed program with precise guidelines, PBSS 

provides an outline for schools to design, implement, and evaluate effective 

school-wide, classroom, non-classroom (hallways, cafeteria, playground, bus 

lines, etc.), and student specific plans. PBSS includes school-wide procedures and 

processes intended for all students and all staff in all settings. PBSS is not a pro-

gram or a curriculum. It is a team-based process for systemic problem solving, 

planning, and evaluation. It is an approach to creating a safe and productive learn-

ing environment where teachers can teach and all students can learn. 

 

What is PBSS at Poteau Upper Elementary? 

 We have adopted a ñBehavior Matrixò that outlines levels of behaviors to 

include not only the negative behaviors and their consequences, but also -more 

importantly- the positive behaviors and their consequences in the form of rewards 

and incentives. This positive approach is a research-based system that acknowl-

edges students for exhibiting the desired behaviors. 

 Within every classroom in our school, the Behavior Matrix will be fol-

lowed in maintaining and tracking student behaviors. All faculty and staff have 

been and are being trained on this system in order to maintain consistency 

throughout the UES campus. 

 

What is PBSS to YOU, the Parent/Guardian? 

 The link between families and positive behavioral interventions and sup-

ports is an important one. When parents and teachers maintain open communica-

tion, their children perform better in schools. Families play an important part in 

their child's education and social development. The involvement of parents in 

behavior expectations not only provides additional academic supports but also 

creates community and cultural connections.  

 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to a POSITIVE year! 
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Bobbi Gillham ð Principal    
Mark Williams ð Assistant Principal   
Christy Cunningham ð Counselor 

UPPER ELEMENTARY STAFF 

  
Sandy Hamman 
Jonathan Jones 
Charli Lamb   
Donna Miller    
Tracy Nesbitt    
Leslie Sharp 
Kristin Snyder   
Johnette Stites   
Jeana Stone   

 
 

Tanya Farley Reading/Social Studies 
Tara Goldsborough Math/Science 
Shea Hebert Reading/Social Studies 
Kelsie Jones Reading/Social Studies 
Crystal Lum Reading/Social Studies 
Amy Martinez Math/Science   
Jennifer Phillips Math/Science   
Melanie Wheat  Math/Science 
   

 
 

Dee Abrams  Reading 
Nancy Baxter Math 
Ken Braden Science 
Terri Chitwood Social Studies 
Donna Huggins Reading    
Whitney Kirby Math 
Beverly McCutchan Social Studies 
Erich Sweet  Science 

 

Third Grade Teachers  

Fourth Grade Teachers (Homeroom provides other subjects)  

Fifth Grade Teachers (Grammar/Spelling, plus 1 subject)  
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Launa Benson  Library/Media 
Tammy Billy  Special Education 
Brenda Carpenter  Special Services Director 
Patty Clay  Reading Specialist 
Ashlye Cochran  Reading Interventionist 
Rebecca Cook  Nurse 
Ava Daily  Art Teacher/Math Interventionist 
Freddie Edwards  Music 
Tammy England  F.A.C.E.S. Director 
Tanya Gould  Special Education 
Misty Haney  Special Education 
Andy Perdue  Physical Education 
Johnny Skimbo Physical Education 
Vance Smedley Physical Education 
Tiffany Smith Licensed Professional Counselor 
Erich Sweet NEHS/Gifted & Talented  
Lacie Thompson  Special Education 
Teresa Thompson Special Education 
Tanna Weaver  Special Education 
  Speech  

 
 

Peggy Baker  Computer/Paraprofessional 
Roneena Brickell Paraprofessional 
Gerald Corbitt Custodian 
Pam Dailey  Cafeteria  
Ethel Edmondson Paraprofessional 
Mindy Hale Paraprofessional 
Connie Hancock Cafeteria/Paraprofessional 
Sugar Harris  Paraprofessional                          
Donna King Paraprofessional                          
Dee Dee Layman  Paraprofessional  
Julie Marvin  Secretary 
Deborah Mize Cafeteria 
Kim Neal Paraprofessional                          
Nancy Ortega ELL/Paraprofessional  
Paul Riggs  Custodian 
Tabitha Seaton  Cafeteria 
Mary Shaw  Custodian 
Rhonda Shipley  Cafeteria 
Tiffany Sugg  Cafeteria 
Melissa Ward  Office Clerk 
Dianna Warren  Technology 
Ashley Williams Paraprofessional  
Crystal Wooten  Cafeteria  

Activity/Special Teachers  

Support Staff  
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2015-2016  
SCHOOL YEAR 

August 3 Professional Development 

August 4 & 5 Work Day 

August 6 Classes Begin (Students Report) 

September 7  No School (Labor Day) 

September 18 No School (Parent/Teacher Conf.) 

October 12-14  No School (Prof. Development) 

October 15 & 16  No School (Fall Break) 

November 23-27  Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 21, 2015 - Jan. 1, 2016  Christmas Break 

January 18  No School (MLK, Jr. Day) 

February 9 & 11 Parent/Teacher Conf., 3:15-6:15 

February 12 No School  

March 14-18  No School (Spring Break) 

March  No School (Easter Break) 

April 22  No School 

May 19 Last School Day 

May 20  Graduation (Teacher Work Day) 
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We at Poteau Upper Elementary School believe that all 

children can learn. Children can learn when provided 

with a supportive, caring environment that develops self-esteem, self-motivation 

and a sense of responsibility. Students are provided a safe, nurturing environment 

built on respect and the celebration of cultural and individual differences. We strive 

to provide every opportunity for maximum student achievement and to recognize 

and stimulate special talents in all students. The educational environment and the 

teaching strategies are designed to meet the goals and objectives of a strong cur-

riculum. It is our purpose to guide students to ownership of skills, knowledge, and 

attitudes to become lifelong learners, complex thinkers, and responsible citizens in 

an ever changing global society. 

 

Students must enroll through the principalôs office. Birth 

certificates and evidence of immunization must be pre-

sented. Students who are legal residents of the district are entitled to attend Poteau 

Public Schools providing they meet other requirements for attendance. The resi-

dence of any child for school purposes shall be the school district in which the 

childôs parents, guardians or person having legal custody holds legal residence. 

Proof of residence may be required by the school administration. 

 

TRANSFER STUDENTS: A student whose parents are not legal residents of the 

Poteau School district must obtain a legal transfer to attend Poteau Public Schools. 

 

All students, including transfer students, shall be required 

to furnish evidence of all the required immunizations for 

Oklahoma school attendance or a valid exemption before they may be allowed to 

enroll or attend school. Failure to do so would be a misdemeanor. Parents who have 

lost or cannot obtain their childrenôs immunization records will be referred to the 

local health department or family physician. 

 

Immunization requirements for all students at  

the beginning of the school year: 

1. Five DTP or Td shots 

2. Four polio vaccine doses 

3. Three hepatitis Bôs 

4. Two hepatitis Aôs 

5. Varicella (if the student has not had chickenpox) 

6. Two mumps 

7. Two doses of measles and rubella vaccine 

 

No grace period will be allowed for any student. 

The official immunization record card prescribed by the Oklahoma State 

Health Department is ODH216 and must be maintained for each student. 

PHILOSOPHY  

ENROLLMENT  

IMMUNIZATION  




